
Summary
In this sermon, Pastor Paul explores the biblical command to love one another within the church, focusing
on Jesus' words in John 13:34-35 and John 15:12-15. He explains that while Christians are called to love
God, neighbors, and enemies, Jesus specifically identifies loving fellow believers as the distinguishing
mark of discipleship. The pastor highlights how Jesus elevated this love from the old command (loving
others as we love ourselves) to a new standard of loving as Christ loved us - sacrificially and by treating
others as friends rather than servants.

Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss what it means to truly love one another as Christ loved us, open
our hearts to receive this challenging message. Help us to see beyond our own preferences and perspectives
to embrace the kind of love that marks us as Your disciples. May our conversation today not just increase
our knowledge but transform how we relate to one another in Your church. Guide our discussion by Your
Spirit, Lord. Amen.

Ice Breaker
Think about a time when someone in the church showed you unexpected kindness or love. What was it,
and how did it make you feel?

Key Verses
1. John 13:34-35

2. John 15:12-15

3. 1 Peter 4:8

4. 1 John 4:19-21

5. James 5:19-20

Questions
1. Jesus says the distinguishing mark of His disciples is that they love one another. Why do you think
He emphasized this over other qualities like knowledge about God or service to others?

2. The pastor mentioned that Jesus gave a 'new command' to love one another as He loved us,
replacing the old standard of loving others as we love ourselves. How is Christ's love different from
self-love as a standard?

3. In John 15, Jesus calls His disciples 'friends' rather than 'servants.' How might viewing other church
members as friends rather than people who serve our needs change our relationships?

4. The sermon mentioned that our love for one another is our witness to the community. Can you share
an example of when you've seen Christian love make an impact on non-believers?

5. What are some practical ways we can communicate our love for others in the church beyond just
saying the words 'I love you'?

6. The pastor mentioned that 'love covers a multitude of sins.' What's the difference between covering
sin in love versus enabling or ignoring harmful behavior?

7. What are some barriers that prevent us from loving other believers the way Jesus commanded?

8. How might our church look different if every member took Jesus' command to love one another as
seriously as He intended?



Life Application
This week, identify one person in our church family whom you find difficult to love or with whom you've
had tension. Commit to praying for them daily, but also take one tangible step to demonstrate Christ's love
toward them - whether through a note of encouragement, an act of service, or simply initiating a
conversation that focuses on getting to know them better as a friend rather than seeing them as someone
who serves a function. Remember Jesus' words that we are to love as He loved us - sacrificially and by
treating others as friends.

Key Takeaways
1. The distinguishing mark of Jesus' disciples is how they love one another - not their knowledge,
service to neighbors, or even treatment of enemies.

2. Jesus elevated the standard of love from loving others as we love ourselves to loving others as He
loved us - sacrificially and unconditionally.

3. The secret to loving one another is to view fellow believers as friends rather than servants who exist
to meet our needs.

4. Our love for one another both reflects God's love within the Trinity and serves as our witness to the
watching world.

5. Love must be both communicated and demonstrated, and it covers a multitude of sins by walking
alongside others rather than exposing their failures.

Ending Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for modeling perfect love by laying down Your life for us when we were still
sinners. Forgive us for the times we've treated Your church as servants rather than friends, or when we've
loved our own agendas more than we've loved Your people. Help us to communicate and demonstrate
genuine love to one another in ways that reflect Your heart. May our love for each other be so evident that
the world cannot help but recognize we are Your disciples. Strengthen us to love sacrificially, to cover
rather than expose, and to treasure Your church as You do. In Your name we pray, Amen.


