
Summary
This sermon explores the story of the paralyzed man lowered through the roof in Mark 2:1-12,
emphasizing that while everyone remembers the dramatic roof breakthrough, the greater miracle was the
spiritual breakthrough in the man's heart. Pastor Mike uses this narrative to teach about God's desire to
forgive sins, explaining that forgiveness comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone, not through works or
religious acts. He shares a powerful personal story about leading an 85-year-old woman named Laura to
salvation, illustrating that no sin is too great for God's forgiveness. The message concludes with a call for
both salvation for non-believers and confession of unconfessed sin for believers, emphasizing that God
wants to free everyone from the burden of guilt and shame.

Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we gather together to study Your Word, we ask that You would open our hearts and
minds to what You want to teach us today. Help us to be receptive to Your Holy Spirit's leading and to see
ourselves honestly in light of Your truth. Lord, we don't want to just gain head knowledge, but we pray that
You would speak to our hearts and transform us through this time together. Give us the courage to be
vulnerable with one another and with You. We ask this in Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's the most creative or unusual way you've ever tried to get someone's attention or get into a place that
was crowded or difficult to access?

Key Verses
1. Mark 2:5

2. Mark 2:10-11

3. Romans 3:22-25

4. 1 John 1:8-9

5. John 3:17

Questions
1. What stands out to you most about the faith and determination of the four friends who brought the
paralyzed man to Jesus?

2. Why do you think Jesus chose to address the man's spiritual need (forgiveness of sins) before his
physical need (paralysis)?

3. How did the religious leaders react to Jesus' declaration of forgiveness, and what does this reveal
about their understanding of who Jesus was?

4. Pastor Mike mentioned that we often categorize sins as 'bad' and 'not so bad.' How does this false
categorization affect our understanding of God's forgiveness?



5. What was significant about Jesus proving His authority to forgive sins by performing the physical
healing?

6. How does the story of Laura (the 85-year-old woman) challenge our assumptions about who can be
forgiven and when it's 'too late'?

7. What are some reasons people might carry unconfessed sin in their lives, even as believers?

8. How should the truth that 'Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever' impact our expectations
of what God can do in our lives today?

Life Application
This week, take time for honest self-examination. If you have never surrendered your life to Christ,
consider making that decision. If you are a believer, ask God to reveal any unconfessed sin in your life and
bring it before Him in prayer. Additionally, look for opportunities to be like the four friends - helping
someone in your life get closer to Jesus through your faith, persistence, and care.

Key Takeaways
1. God wants to forgive us - there is no sin too great for His forgiveness

2. Our sins are forgiven by faith in Jesus Christ alone, not by works or religious acts

3. When we receive God's forgiveness, our lives are genuinely changed and transformed

4. Jesus has authority over both physical and spiritual healing

5. We should not carry the burden of unconfessed sin when God offers complete forgiveness

Ending Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for the powerful reminder that You came not to condemn us but to save us. We are
grateful that no matter what we have done, Your forgiveness is available to us through faith in You. For
those in our group who may be carrying burdens of guilt and shame, we pray that they would experience
the freedom that comes from Your complete forgiveness. Help us to live as forgiven people, extending that
same grace to others. Transform our hearts and lives to reflect Your love and mercy. May we be like the
four faithful friends, bringing others to You with persistence and love. In Your precious name we pray,
Amen.


