Summary: Integrity > Results

In Nehemiah 5, things get messy. The walls of Jerusalem were finally going up—a "God-sized"
win—but Nehemiah discovered something dark under the surface: the wealthy leaders were
exploiting the poor to get it done.

The big takeaway? The end does not justify the means. For Nehemiah, how the wall got built
mattered just as much as the wall itself. Whether it's your GPA, your side hustle, or your
relationships, God isn't just looking at your "wins"—He’s looking at your process.

Intro Prayer

"Father, we’re living in a world that obsesses over the 'finish line'—the grades, the titles, and the
status. Today, help us slow down. Be honest with us about the shortcuts we're tempted to take.

Show us that our integrity matters more than our image. Help us to encourage each other to do

things Your way, even when it's the harder way. Amen."

Ice Breaker

What’s a "life hack" or shortcut you tried (for a chore, an assignment, or a project) that ended up
blowing up in your face?

Key Verses

e Nehemiah 5:9 & 5:11 (The Call-out)
e Romans 13:1 (Authority)
e Hebrews 13:8 (The Standard)

Discussion Questions

1. The Context: In Nehemiah 5, the "insiders" were hurting their own people for profit while
doing "God’s work." Why is it sometimes easier to justify being shady or selfish when we
think we’re doing something "good"?

2. The Reaction: Nehemiah got "very angry," but then he "pondered" before he spoke (v.
6-7). In a world of "call-out culture" and instant Twitter/X reactions, what can we learn
from his approach to handling injustice?

3. The Grind: We're often told "results are all that matter." Where do you feel the most
pressure to compromise your values just to get ahead (e.g., school, dating, career, social
media)?



4. The "Holy" Hustle: The sermon mentioned that all work is God’s work—whether you're
a barista, a student, or a coder. How does that mindset change the way you handle a job
you don't actually like?

5. Walking in Fear: "Walking in the fear of God" (v. 9) isn't about being scared; it's about
being more concerned with God's opinion than people's opinions. What would that look
like in your current friend group?

6. Accountability: How can we, as a community of young believers, call each other out on
"shortcuts" without being judgmental or "holier-than-thou"?

Life Application: The "Hard Way" Challenge

This week, identify one area where you're tempted to "finesse" the system or take a shortcut (it
could be an assignment, a difficult conversation you're avoiding, or even your taxes).

The Challenge: Commit to doing that one thing with 100% integrity—even if it takes more time,
costs you money, or means you don't get the "perfect” result.

Key Takeaways

No Exceptions: You can’t use a "good goal" to justify a "sinful strategy."
Stop the Clock: Nehemiah was willing to pause the entire building project to fix the
injustice. People are always more important than projects.

e Your 9-to-5 is Sacred: There is no "secular" vs. "sacred." How you treat people at work
or school is your primary ministry.

e Restitution Matters: True change isn't just saying "sorry." It's doing what you can to
make things right with those you’ve stepped on to get ahead.

Ending Prayer

"Lord, thank You for the reminder that You care about the details of our lives. Help us to be
people who live 'above reproach'—not so we look good, but so You look good. Give us the guts
to speak up when we see people being treated unfairly, and the humility to change when we’re
the ones doing it. Let our 'how' be just as holy as our 'what." Amen."
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