Summary

This Easter sermon focuses on the transformative power of Jesus Christ's resurrection and its
impact on believers' lives. The pastor begins with a humorous story about a pastor napping in a
hearse who startled a gas station attendant when he woke up, illustrating that ‘dead men are
supposed to be dead.' This sets up the central message that when Jesus rose from the dead, it shook
up everyone's expectations. The sermon explores the varied reactions to Jesus' resurrection - from
the women's initial fear turning to joy, to the disciples' disbelief, to Peter's wonder. The pastor
emphasizes that Jesus had prepared his followers for this moment, telling them he would die and rise
again on the third day.

The core message centers on three critical questions every person must answer: Do you believe that
you are a sinner and Jesus is the only Savior? Have you called on Jesus' name to be saved? Do you
consider yourself dead to sin and alive to God through Christ? The pastor explains that through faith
in Jesus, believers receive a new identity as children of God, a new family, new perspective with hope
and peace, access to God through prayer, and new power to overcome sin through the Holy Spirit. He
concludes by inviting those who haven't surrendered to Christ to do so, and challenging believers to
see Easter as 'the New Year's Day of your soul' - a time to look back with gratitude and forward with
commitment to grow in areas where God's power is needed.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You this morning with grateful hearts, celebrating the resurrection
of Your Son, Jesus Christ. As we gather together to discuss Your Word and what it means for our
lives, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to receive what You want to teach us today.
Help us to be honest with ourselves and with each other as we explore the life-changing power of the
resurrection. May Your Holy Spirit guide our conversation and draw us closer to You. We pray that
each person in this group would be receptive to Your voice and ready to apply Your truth to their lives.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one tradition or activity that your family does every Easter, and what makes it special to you?

Key Verses

—

Luke 24:5-6
Romans 6:4-5
2 Corinthians 5:17

Romans 6:6-7

a > W N

Romans 6:11
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6. Philippians 4:6-7

Questions

. The pastor shared a story about people being 'shaken up' when dead men come alive. How do you

think the disciples felt when they discovered Jesus' tomb was empty, and why were their
reactions so varied?

The sermon mentions that the disciples 'did not believe the women because their words seemed
to them like nonsense.' What does this tell us about human nature when faced with something
that challenges our expectations?

The pastor asks three key questions in his sermon. Which of these three questions resonates
most with you personally, and why?

What does it mean to have a 'new identity' as a child of God? How might this change the way
someone views themselves and their relationships?

The sermon describes having 'new power' to overcome sin through the Holy Spirit. What are some
practical ways this power might be evident in a believer's daily life?

The pastor shared a personal story about crying out to God in prayer and receiving peace. How
has prayer been a source of strength or comfort in your own life?

What does it mean to 'consider yourself dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ
Jesus'? How might this perspective change how we approach temptation?

The pastor calls Easter 'the New Year's Day of your soul.' If you were to treat Easter this way, what
areas of spiritual growth would you want to focus on in the coming year?

Life Application

This week, spend time in prayer identifying one specific area where you need God's power to
overcome sin or grow spiritually. Each day, pray specifically about this area and ask the Holy Spirit to
give you strength and wisdom. Also, if you haven't already, consider sharing the hope of the
resurrection with someone in your life who needs to hear about the new life available in Christ.

Key Takeaways

1.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was a world-shaking event that transformed everyone who
encountered it, turning fear into joy and doubt into faith.

Every person must answer three critical questions: Do you believe Jesus is the only Savior from
sin? Have you called on His name to be saved? Do you consider yourself dead to sin and alive to
God?

When someone surrenders their life to Jesus, they receive a completely new life including: new
identity as a child of God, new family, new perspective with hope and peace, access to God
through prayer, and new power to overcome sin.
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4. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is available to believers today through the Holy
Spirit to break the power of sin and transform lives from the inside out.

5. Easter should be viewed as 'the New Year's Day of your soul' - a time to look back with gratitude
for what Christ has done and look forward with commitment to spiritual growth.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the incredible gift of Your resurrection and the new life You offer to each of
us. As we conclude our time together, we are reminded that You are not a dead historical figure, but
our living Savior and Lord. Help us to live each day in the power of Your resurrection, dead to sin and
alive to You. For those in our group who may be struggling with doubt or areas of sin, we pray that
Your Holy Spirit would give them strength and breakthrough. May we leave here today not just having
discussed Your Word, but committed to living it out in our daily lives. Continue to work in each of our
hearts as we seek to grow closer to You. We love You and praise You for the victory You have won
over sin and death. In Your powerful and precious name we pray, Amen.
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