
Summary
This sermon explores Jesus' baptism and temptation in the wilderness from Mark 1:9-13, demonstrating

that Jesus is the Son of God who came to identify with sinners and defeat Satan. Pastor Sigmund

emphasizes that Jesus' baptism was not for repentance since He was sinless, but rather to fulfill God's

requirement and identify with humanity. The dramatic events at His baptism - heaven being torn open, the

Spirit descending like a dove, and the Father's voice declaring His love - confirm Jesus' divine identity.

Following His baptism, the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness where He faced Satan's temptations

for 40 days, ultimately defeating the adversary through the authority of God's Word. The pastor concludes

that these stories call us to believe in Jesus as the Son of God and trust Him completely, especially when

facing our own temptations and spiritual battles.

Intro Prayer
Gracious and loving heavenly Father, we come before You today with grateful hearts, thankful for Your

Word and the opportunity to gather together as Your people. As we open our hearts and minds to study the

Gospel of Mark, we ask that You would prepare us to receive what You want us to learn today. Help us to

be open to Your Spirit's leading and to see Jesus more clearly through these powerful stories of His

baptism and temptation. May our discussion draw us closer to You and to one another. We pray this in

Jesus' precious name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
If you could have any superpower for just one day, what would it be and how would you use it?

Key Verses
Mark 1:9-13

Matthew 4:1-11

Hebrews 4:15-16

Deuteronomy 8:3

Deuteronomy 6:13

Deuteronomy 6:16



Questions
Why do you think Jesus chose to be baptized even though He had no sin to repent of? What does

this teach us about His character?

The sermon mentions that at Jesus' baptism, 'heaven was torn open.' What significance do you see

in this dramatic imagery, and what does it reveal about God's heart?

How does the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) work together in the baptism account, and what

does this teach us about God's nature?

Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted. Why do you think God allowed

His Son to face such intense testing?

When Satan tempted Jesus, Jesus responded each time with Scripture from Deuteronomy. How can

we better prepare ourselves to face temptation with God's Word?

The pastor mentioned that when facing temptation, we should 'run to Jesus' rather than trying to

find the perfect Bible verse. How does this change your approach to spiritual warfare?

Jesus defeated Satan on 'his home field' in the wilderness. What does this victory mean for us when

we face our own spiritual battles?

The sermon asks, 'Are you taking pleasure in your relationship with Jesus?' How would you

honestly answer this question, and what might need to change?

Life Application
This week, when you face temptation, worry, or anxious thoughts, practice immediately running to Jesus

instead of trying to handle it on your own. Simply pray, 'Jesus, take this thought captive' or 'Jesus, help me

in this moment.' Keep a journal of how He responds to these prayers and notice how this changes your

approach to spiritual battles.

Key Takeaways
Jesus is the Son of God - fully God and fully man, yet without sin

Jesus was baptized to identify with sinners and fulfill God's requirements, not because He needed

forgiveness

The Trinity was powerfully displayed at Jesus' baptism with the Father's voice, the Spirit's descent,

and the Son's obedience



Jesus defeated Satan in the wilderness through the authority of God's Word, proving His power over

evil

When we face temptation, we should run to Jesus rather than trying to fight spiritual battles in our

own strength

Ending Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for this time of fellowship and study in Your Word. We are amazed by the

love You showed us through Jesus' willingness to be baptized and to face temptation on our behalf. Help

us to remember that Jesus is our victorious Savior who has already defeated Satan and sin. When we face

our own wilderness moments and temptations this week, remind us to run to Jesus immediately.

Strengthen our faith and help us to take pleasure in our relationship with Him daily. May we live as

people who truly believe that Jesus is the Son of God and trust Him completely with our lives. In Jesus'

mighty name we pray, Amen.


