Summary

This sermon from Mark chapter 1 explores the powerful ministry of Jesus Christ, beginning with his
preaching ministry and the calling of his first disciples. The message focuses on four key demonstrations
of Jesus' strength and authority: his authoritative teaching in the synagogue, his healing of Peter's mother-
in-law, his casting out of demons, and his compassionate healing of a leper. Through these accounts, the
sermon emphasizes that Jesus' words carry divine authority and his works demonstrate supernatural
power. The pastor challenges the congregation to consider how strong their faith in Jesus truly is,
reminding them that no problem is too small for Jesus' attention and no person is unworthy of his love and
healing touch. The sermon concludes with an invitation for believers to pray for increased faith,

recognizing that there is always room to grow in trusting Jesus more deeply.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word and learn more about Jesus, we ask that
You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to Your Holy
Spirit's leading and to see Jesus more clearly through the pages of Scripture. We pray that You would
speak to each person here according to their specific needs and circumstances. May our time together

draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one thing you've learned to do that required you to trust someone else's instructions completely,

even when you didn't fully understand why?

Key Verses

e Mark 1:15

e Mark 1:22

e Mark 1:25-26
e Mark 1:41-42
e Hebrews 4:12
e Luke 12:6-7



Questions

e How does Jesus' teaching style differ from other religious teachers of his time, and what does this
reveal about his identity?

e The demons immediately recognized Jesus as 'the Holy One of God." What does this tell us about
spiritual warfare and Jesus' authority over evil?

e Why do you think Jesus chose to heal Peter's mother-in-law's fever when he had been dealing with
much more dramatic spiritual battles that day?

¢ What significance do you see in Jesus touching the leper before healing him, when he could have
healed from a distance?

e The pastor mentioned that 'when you read the Bible, the Bible reads you.' What has been your
experience with God's Word having authority in your life?

e How do you typically respond when you have what you consider 'small problems' - do you bring
them to God or try to handle them yourself?

e The leper had to overcome shame and social rejection to approach Jesus. What barriers might
prevent people today from coming to Jesus?

e The disciples prayed 'increase our faith' after witnessing Jesus' powerful works. In what areas of

your life do you need increased faith in Jesus' strength and authority?

Life Application

This week, identify one 'small problem' in your life that you've been trying to handle on your own.
Commit to bringing it to Jesus in prayer each day, trusting in his authority and power to work in that
situation. Additionally, spend time daily reading through the Gospel of Mark, asking God to increase your

faith as you witness Jesus' strength and compassion.

Key Takeaways

e Jesus' words have divine authority and his works demonstrate supernatural power

¢ No problem is too small for Jesus' attention and care

¢ No person is unworthy of Jesus' love and healing touch

e God's Word has authority in our lives when we give it priority through regular reading and study

e There is always room for growth in our faith, and we should regularly pray for God to increase our

trust in Jesus



Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for revealing Your strength and authority to us through Your Word today. We are
amazed by Your power over demons, disease, and every circumstance we face. Help us to remember that
no problem in our lives is too small for Your attention, and that no person is beyond the reach of Your
love. We echo the prayer of the disciples and ask You to increase our faith. Give us confidence in Your
authority and power, and help us to bring every concern to You in prayer. May we live this week with

greater trust in Your strength and compassion. In Your powerful name we pray, Amen.



