Summary

This sermon explores two parables from Mark 4 about the Kingdom of God: the Parable of the Growing
Seed (verses 26-29) and the Parable of the Mustard Seed (verses 30-32). The pastor grounds both parables
in Isaiah 55:8-9, reminding us that God does not always work the way we expect, on our timetable, or
through the methods we anticipate. The Kingdom of God is not an abstract theological concept but a
living reality made up of people who have surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. It
began humbly in a manger in Bethlehem and has grown to include hundreds of millions of believers
worldwide, even in places like Iran and North Korea. The sermon draws on the insights of Dr. David
Garland to offer three practical takeaways from these parables. First, they instill confidence that
overcomes despair when our efforts to share the gospel seem fruitless. Second, they remind us that the
growth of the Kingdom does not depend on us but on God, who alone causes the seed to grow. Third, they
encourage patient faith, calling us to keep planting seeds through prayer, care, and sharing the gospel,

trusting God to bring the harvest in His own time and way.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and willing minds. As we gather to discuss
Your Word, we ask that Your Holy Spirit would move freely among us. Help us to set aside our own
expectations and agendas, and give us ears to hear what You want to speak to each of us personally today.

May this time together draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one thing you have tried to grow, whether a plant, a garden, or even a skill, and what did you

learn from that experience about patience?

Key Verses

Mark 4:26-29
Mark 4:30-32
Isaiah 55:8-9
1 Corinthians 3:6



Questions

e The pastor opened with Isaiah 55:8-9, noting that God does not always do what we want, the way
we want, or as quickly as we want. Can you share a time when God worked differently than you
expected? How did that shape your faith?

e The sermon describes the Kingdom of God as people who have made Jesus the King of their hearts
and lives. How does thinking of the Kingdom of God in those personal terms change the way you
see your role in it?

¢ In the Parable of the Growing Seed, the farmer scatters seed but cannot make it grow. What does
this tell us about the balance between our responsibility to share the gospel and God's role in
bringing people to faith?

e The pastor shared stories of people like Aunt Janet and the couple from New Danville who came to
faith after years of resistance. Have you ever been tempted to give up on someone spiritually? What
kept you going, or what might have helped you persevere?

¢ Dr. Garland suggests these parables instill confidence that overcomes despair. In what areas of your
spiritual life or ministry do you most need that kind of confidence right now?

e The Parable of the Mustard Seed emphasizes that small beginnings can lead to unexpectedly large
outcomes. Where do you see evidence of this principle at work in your own life, your church, or the
world around you?

e The sermon reminds us that success in growing the Kingdom does not depend on us, pointing to 1
Corinthians 3:6. How does this truth free you from pressure, and how might it also challenge you to
be more faithful in planting seeds?

e The pastor closed by encouraging patient faith, urging us never to give up on people who do not yet
know Jesus. Who is someone in your life you are praying for right now, and how can this group

support you in that?

Life Application

This week, identify one or two people in your life who do not yet know Jesus. Commit to praying for
them by name every day this week. Look for one natural opportunity to show them care or to share
something of what Jesus means to you. You do not need to have all the answers or a perfect plan. Simply

scatter the seed, trust God to make it grow, and take one small step of faithful obedience.



Key Takeaways

e The Kingdom of God grows not through political power or human strategy but through the faithful
planting of the gospel seed in the hearts of men and women, one life at a time.

e We are called to scatter the seed of the gospel, but we cannot make it grow. God alone causes
growth, which means our job is faithfulness, not results.

e These parables instill confidence that overcomes despair, reminding us that even when our efforts
seem fruitless, God is actively at work in ways we cannot see.

¢ Small and humble beginnings, like a mustard seed, do not limit what God can do. The Kingdom of
God has grown from a manger in Bethlehem to hundreds of millions of believers worldwide.

o Patient faith is not passive waiting. It is active, persistent prayer and care for those who do not yet

know Jesus, trusting God to open doors and bring the harvest in His time.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the reminder today that Your Kingdom is growing, even when we cannot see it.
Thank You that the weight of that growth rests on Your shoulders and not ours. Forgive us for the times
we have grown discouraged or tried to take control of what only You can do. Give us the courage to
scatter seeds boldly, the patience to trust Your timing, and the faith to believe that You are at work in the
hearts of the people we love. We lift up by name those we carry burdens for today, and we place them in
Your hands. May Your Kingdom come and Your will be done, in our lives, our families, our communities,

and to the ends of the earth. In Jesus' name, Amen.



